
Keith Foord leads his walking group on 

one of their enjoyable beachside outings. 

Keith tries to vary the excursions which in 

this case included travelling by bus and 

train. The whole group appreciates the 

value of being active out in the fresh air 

with a friendly social group enjoying the 

benefits of our U3A community. 

April 2019 



PRESIDENT REPORT 
For membership of U3A during the year 2018, a 

total 943 people were enrolled in one or more 

courses.  

We had 150 new members join in 2018 compared 

to 160 the year before and 143 the year before that.   

We currently offer 109 different courses. 

Looking at age and gender a cursory look at the 

statistics last year seems to show that a larger 

proportion of our female members are in the group 

65 to 75 years old whereas the larger proportion of 

our men are in a slightly older age group of between 

70 to 80 years of age. 

People come from the centre of Adelaide, 

Prospect, Grange, North Haven, Blakeview, Virginia, 

Gawler, Mount Torrens, the Adelaide Hills, Mitcham 

and all parts in between.  Obviously we offer courses 

that fill a niche market and people can see that it is 

viable for them to travel long distances to attend. 

But I believe that this year has been one of taking 

giant strides.  We have worked on management and 

resource issues from last year and the pace has 

picked up.   

THANK YOU TO A WONDERFUL COMMITTEE 

Maybe I should not single out any individuals 

because everybody on the past and current 

committee are dedicated, hard working and are 

extremely competent in their duties. 

My Deputy Erica, great knowledge and ideas for 

management and planning. 

Barbara who works tireless in the office and after a 

huge learning curve last year has put it all into 

practice.  Registration time was particularly trying 

physically and mentally and she saw it through with 

her hard work and perseverance. In there every day, 

day after day working away. 

Our past Treasurer and then Secretary Hugo has 

put who puts in hours and hours analysing our 

financial situation, and has handed over the treasury 

reins to David Jeffs who puts in a huge amount of 

expertise to his role.  Thank you David for carrying on 

so ably. 

Tom Mittiga is a breath of fresh air.  His planning, 

insights into what is possible, his technical ability and 

knowledge has been inspiration to us all.  His band of 

helpers, Lawrie, Tony and Kevin have achieved great 

things in the computer set up, the WIFI and 

administrative systems at U3A.  

Tony Mittiga and Luci Campestre have fulfilled 

their roles as House Services and Course Coordinator 

with diligence and perseverance. 

Anne Sinclair has been instrumental in gaining 

much money in the way of grants and Judy has been 

Minute Secretary in spite of health issues.   

Mike Norman’s expertise in business management 

and planning has given us drive and focus.  We are 

achieving more and doing more because everybody 

knows where we are headed, what needs to be done 

and what their roles and responsibilities are in that 

regard.    

Michael Prus has kept carpentry and maintenance 

as his focus and served us well. 

The conveyor has continued to be a sparkling and 

easy read. Thanks Kevin. 

When our data base crashed Mike Coleman with 

some urgency designed and built an Access Data 

Base that can be interrogated to obtain a huge 

amount of useful information that assist in 

management and planning.  He then moved in and re

-designed the web pages to a system that I am sure 

will attract more and more. 

Because of this Margaret Thomas, who puts in 

hours and hours as a data entry operator has been 

able to handle all enrolments so much more 

efficiently to the extent that there has never really 

been a backlog of files to be entered.  

Without Con as catering officer we would not 

been supplied and equipped as we have.  He works 

week after week at his tasks and his efforts are much 

appreciated. 

To the rest of the Committee, past and present, 

thank you.  So much hard work.  Loyalty and hard 

work has been inspirational.  I am thrilled by the 

generosity in spirit that makes this organisation such 

a success. 

SOME ISSUES ENCOUNTERED DURING THE YEAR. 

The car park has been upgraded with the Council 

spending about $200,000 for this task.   

Our new lease negotiations were completed with 

the Tea Tree Gully Council presenting us with their 

proposal with little or no room for negotiation. We 

presented a petition done urgently with about 600 

signatures so that they are well aware of our solid 

membership base. We do not now pay any rent or 

licence fee, but that has been balanced in that we 

now have to pay for utilities and maintenance within 

the building.  I know that they have our best interests 

at heart but things are changing to work on more 

business lines.   

We are looking at a financial plan and asset 

management.  We note that a huge amount of chairs 

will have to be replaced shortly and there will be I.T. 

needs.  We will have to allow for maintenance of this 

building, painting, carpets etc.  We attempt to source 

equipment with grants.   

But for these reasons we needed an increase our 

membership fees this year and there could be 

another increase by the same amount next year. 

Liaison with our local members, federal, state and 

local seems to be a strong point.  We receive 

considerable support both tangible and intangible 

from all these avenues and it is very much 

appreciated.    

There has been a rationalisation of our resources 



so that we utilise classrooms and resources in the 

most effective manner.  I can see further changes 

being slowly implemented to encompass things like a 

technological hub with associated equipment and 

other more specialised rooms and areas.   

A defibrillator has been 

sourced thanks to our Local 

Member Dr Richard Harvey 

and the Modbury Golden 

Grove Rotary Club. 

Our volunteer base has been 

a wonderful thing.  I keep on 

thanking people, which I 

think is very appropriate.  It is 

a remarkable organisation 

because there are no 

agendas except those that 

benefit our community. 

THE FUTURE 

We have conducted a survey 

of members, gained much 

feedback from Group 

Leader’s meeting and have 

looked at Strengths, Weakness, Opportunities and 

Threats because management are here to fulfil the 

needs of members and be relevant to the community.   

Work is being done on improving office 

management and communication, classroom visits by 

the committee, promotion of U3A to the wider 

community. 

I believe that we can operate more on business 

lines, with a clear plan for the future, more 

documented Occupational Health and Safety 

guidelines, more definition of roles and 

responsibilities and standard operating procedures 

that are in line with the Constitution and Code of 

Conduct.  

ME 

To use an old cliché, now it is time for me to walk 

off the footy field, hang up the football boots for the 

last time and close the locker on a wonderful chapter 

in my life as being a committee member.  Thank you 

to everybody here for making my job so much easier.  

I have been blessed to have been rewarded so many 

times by the feedback, goodwill and friendship that I 

have had the privilege to play a part of as part of the 

team.   Knowing that the community are served in so 

many ways by a wonderful organisation has been 

truly fulfilling.   

I thank you for all the 

goodwill and kindness shown 

to me over the years and look 

forward to seeing you about 

the corridors for many years to 

come.  

 

IAN CADDY 

Now PAST PRESIDENT 

John Richards-Pugh from  

Modbury Golden Grove Rotary 

presenting the defibrillator to  

Ian Caddy 
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Scratch marks (striations) in the rock indicate glacial movement 

Members are Invited to a Live Presentation  
By SA Metropolitan Fire Service 
Philip (Phil) Evans, Community Education Officer  

When: Tuesday 16th April 2019 10am – Noon Rooms 8 & 9 
Phil has been with the fire service for 32 years.  For 20 years he was on the fire trucks and  

then he progressed into various daily working roles in the fire safety department. 

Phil’s presentations looks at: 

 The different ways that fires start in the home.  There are many causes of home fires, sometimes it is the 

items we use in our homes and sometimes it is how we use them.   

 Discussion around these causes and give advice on how to prevent them.  

 Discuss the importance of working smoke alarms and how to maintain. 

 Finally he will discuss home fire escape plans- what they involve and the things you should consider 
Enquires to Tom Mittiga 0437 500 010 or email: tmittiga8@gmail.com  

Why is Hallett Cove Special? 
The Hallett Cove Conservation 

Park was dedicated in 1976 a 

hundred years after the evidence of 

ancient glaciations was discovered 

by Professor Ralph Tate from the 

University of Adelaide. 

Many of the significant events in 

the geological history of South 

Australia over the past 600 million 

years can be observed and there is 

evidence of an ice sheet similar to 

present day Antarctica that about 

280 million years ago (mya) moved 

over South Australia in a north 

westerly direction polishing the 

underlying bedrock surface. Rock 

fragments embedded in the ice left 

distinct scratches on the polished 

surface. At this time Australia was 

part of a huge single continent 

called Gondwana which also 

included Antarctica, Africa, India and 

South America. This land mass was 

centred over the South Pole and was 

covered by as ice sheet. About 170 

mya Australia and New Zealand 

began to separate from Antarctica. 

About 3 mya a shallow sea flooded 

the area and for the last 2 million 

years alluvial clay has been 

deposited on a river flood plain. 

Kevin Neale 

Cynthia’s Geology Group learning the importance of the Park 

This cone-shaped structure called the 

Sugarloaf is composed of sediments 

deposited in a lake formed as the ice 

sheet melted about 280 mya. The 

shape is the result of erosion. 

Variations in the soil profile give clues 

to the geological history 



JOIN US FOR MUSIC  

 

Have you ever wondered – Who was “Fingal”, and 

what was kept in his Cave:  What was Haydn’s 

“Surprise”:  Why was Tchaikovsky’s Symphony 

“Pathetic”:  Why was Mimi’s tiny hand “Frozen”:  What 

is going to happen “One Fine Day”? 

All these profound questions have been answered 

in Betty’s Music for Enjoyment sessions.   We meet 

weekly to consider such matters, have good 

conversation and fellowship.   We listen to some 

wonderful classical music – and, occasionally, lighter 

fare - that permeates our classroom. 

The group has been running for over 20 years now, 

and has entertained many members during those 

years.   New members are always welcome, there is no 

Waiting List. No prior knowledge is necessary, just an 

interest in music, especially classical, and to enjoy 

listening and perhaps even to learn a little in a relaxed 

and entertaining environment.  

Come and join us, each Wednesday  

at 1.30pm in Room 2. 

                             meet 10am 

to 12 noon in room 2 on 

the first Thursday of the 

month—February to 

December. 

If you would like to join 

this happy band of 

readers, please telephone 

Suzanne on 0427 069 574 

A TANTALISING TASTE OF 

THE ADELAIDE HILLS! 
The Adelaide Hills University of the 

Third Age is hosting a three day mid-

week event centred on historic  

Hahndorf from 22 – 24 October, 2019. 

The Rendezvous Committee has planned  

a dynamic programme with the aim of 

entertaining and informing members and 

guests from around South Australia as  

well as the Adelaide Hills. It is intended to 

cater for up to 200 visitors with a calendar 

of events designed to catch the interest of 

U3A members, friends and family and to 

encourage you all to attend talks, tours  

and workshops during the three days of  

the Rendezvous. 

PUT THE DATE IN YOUR DIARY NOW! 

Come along and enjoy sessions: 

Art 

Current Affairs 

Family History 

Historical Talks 

Petanque 

Tai Chi 

Writing 

Circle Dancing 

Financial Matters 

Gardening 

Music 

Poetry 

Travel 

And more! 

Following the success of the 2017 Riverland Rendezvous the 

Adelaide Hills U3A will be continuing the tradition. Keep the date 

free and more details will be published in the next Conveyor. 

And tours such as 

Tickle Tank Garden 

Hans Heysen’s Cedars 

Sophie Thompson’s Garden 

Flour Mills 

Hills Wineries 

Jurlique (lab and farm) 

Micro and Craft Breweries 



U3A BASIC  

GUITAR GROUP 
This group meets at 9.30 on 

Mondays in room 7.  It began 

several years ago when my wife 

Viv was a member of U3A.  She 

suggested I should make a 

contribution so we were soon off 

and running.  I learnt guitar in my 

teens from the local postman in 

the early sixties, when the twangy 

guitar sound of the Shadows and 

the like was king. 

During my career as a teacher  

         I always played in bands 

up until the mid eighties, as well 

as organising school bands and 

ended up as a full time music 

specialist for the last 10 years of 

my career. 

The group caters for people 

who have never played the 

instrument, though quite a few 

members have dabbled at some 

time and decided the time was 

right to take it up again.  We learn 

both chord and note playing with 

simple music reading proving no 

obstacle to members.  We love 

the access to You Tube via the big 

screen in our room, enabling us to 

play and also sing along with the 

internet performers. 

The group is running at pretty 

much full capacity of ten 

members at the moment.  While 

our aim is not to put on 

performances, members are 

gaining competence and above all 

enjoyment from the group, which 

makes it all worthwhile! 

Noel Byrnes—Group Leader 

We first came to Tea Tree Gully area in 2000, and 

we found that we enjoyed the peacefulness and 

quality of life very much, being so much different to 

the UK. 

We had been searching 

around for our final destination to 

retire to for a number of years, 

having considered such diverse 

countries as Canada, Spain, 

France and even Florida in USA. 

Our daughter had emigrated 

to TTG in 2005 and subsequently 

met and married a WA man by 

2008. That was the final catalyst 

for us to start our journey to 

emigrate ourselves, as we did not 

want to be “long distant 

Grandparents”, should any 

grandchildren arrive. 

We now have two lovely “ankle-

biters” and we enjoy every minute 

of their company, but are glad to hand them back to 

their parents when the time comes. 

We have a lovely home in Hope Valley, which we 

have remodelled and updated. 

Our extended back garden is the 

Hope Valley Reservoir, where we 

can greet our visitors of 

kangaroos, koalas, and 

numerous birds including 

Kookaburras which had come to 

investigate the goldfish in our 

garden pond.  

This is so different to our last UK 

home aspect of next door’s brick 

wall and coughing sparrows. 

The U3A TTG has provided us 

with a brilliant ready-made 

environment of friendly, 

respectful, people who are just 

wanting to have a good place to 

learn or just socialize. 

Past President Kevin Pollett and ever 

helpful office volunteer Sue Pollett 

receive their citizenship certificates at 

the 2019 Australia Day ceremony, from 

the Tea Tree Gully Mayor Kevin Knight. 

Back row:  

Noel (Group leader) 

Robin 

Erik 

Wayne 

Neil 

Jack 

Front row: 

George 

Barbara 

Dennis 



Back row Raelene, Mick, Arie, Gordon, David, Brian, Doreen & Jim 

Front Row Group Leader Lorraine, Mavis, Kath, Sue & Alysha 

Indoor bowls 
It’s Tuesday afternoon again, They’re gathered in the hall 

All intent in chasing down one harmless little ball. 

Those bossy bowls will seek her out, there’s no respect or pity 

They’ll knock the others out the way, to get up close to kitty. 

Everyone will have a go, from expert to faint-hearted, 

So stop the chat, lay out the mat, OK? Then lets get started. 

Doreen Sandley 

BACKGAMMON CHAMPION 

2018 

Congratulations to  

Judy Morrison for being 

named as our Tea Tree Gully 

U3A Backgammon Champion 

for 2018. 

Judy is pictured beside the 

shield on which her name 

appears -  twice!  

Judy was a little shy about this 

accolade as many of our players 

decided they wouldn’t enter the 

competition leaving only three 

players in the draw. Judy felt she 

hadn’t really earned the title – so, 

help Judy out!  Join the 

Backgammon group and enter 

our competition and your name 

may be the next on the shield.  

Make Judy’s day - challenge 

her (and others) for the 2019 

Championship. 

We meet in Room 7 on 

Thursdays at 1pm, come and try 

and check out the Championship 

Shield whilst you are there. 

WE’D LIKE TO HEAR YOUR THOUGHTS 
We are developing a new brochure for U3A TTG to address the 

problem that all too many people do not know about us, or what we do.   

While we can explain the things we do and how we do them, it would 

add to the effectiveness of the brochure if we were able to include 

comments and testimonials from some of our members. 

It would also add to our credibility if we could include a small 

photograph of those making comments. 

So, can you help us please. 

We are looking for comments, about 25 words, and also your 

permission to include a photograph.  It would also help enormously if you 

could indicate the classes you attend, as this will enable us to find you for 

a very quick photograph. 

Responses can be submitted by any one of these means: 

-  Deliver to the Office in an envelope labelled “Brochure”    

-  Place in Mike Norman’s Committee pigeonhole  

ATTENTION ALL MEMBERS 
Notice is given of an extraordinary meeting to be 

held on Friday 12 April 2019 at 1pm to change the 

constitution to allow Electronic Funds Transfer. 

This will be followed by a Group Leaders meeting. 

Amplifiers and/or 
Receivers and Speakers 

This is a general call to members 

that may have an Amplifier or 

Receiver and/or any Speakers in 

working order that you may no 

longer require. 

If you have any of these items 

and would be kind enough to 

donate them to U3A, would you 

please contact Tom Mittiga on 

8396 5336 or 0437 500 010 

or tmittiga8@gmail.com 



NOTICE OF A SPECIAL GENERAL MEETING  

TO BE HELD ON FRIDAY 12 APRIL  

AT 1PM IN ROOM 8/9  

FOR A PROPOSED CHANGE TO THE  

U3A TTG CONSTITUTION 
 

Last year due to travel commitments it was difficult for our Treasurer to get physical 

signatures on cheques. Internet banking is used by many not-for-profit organisations and 

will enable our Executive more time efficient ways to manage the finances of U3A TTG. 

 

Internet banking provides a similar level of security but more flexibility.  

 

Please see the inclusion of one sentence in Section 9. TREASURER – 

“Internet banking may be set up to enable payment of appropriate accounts by 

Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT) with the transactions being authorised by any two 

of the appointed authorised bank signatories.” 

 

IT IS NOW PROPOSED THAT SECTION 9 READ 

 

9.         TREASURER 

The Treasurer shall ensure that all moneys received are paid into an account 

authorised by the Management Committee in the name of U3AT. Payments shall 

be as petty cash or by cheque signed by two authorised signatories of whom there 

shall be no more than 4 appointed by the Management Committee.  Internet 

banking may be set up to enable payment of appropriate accounts by 

Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT) with the transactions being authorised by 

any two of the appointed authorised bank signatories. Major or unusual 

expenditures shall be authorised in advance by the Management Committee or a 

General Meeting. 

9.1 The Treasurer shall ensure that records are kept of all receipts and payments and 

other financial transactions. Such records shall be available for inspection by any 

member. 

9.2 The Treasurer shall ensure that financial budgets and statements are prepared and 

shall submit a report on the finances to each Management Committee meeting.  

9.3 The Treasurer shall ensure that Annual Financial Statements comprising either an 

account of receipts and payments and a statement of assets and liabilities or an 

account of income and expenditure and a balance sheet shall be prepared 

following the end of U3AT’s financial year, which shall commence on 1st January 

and end on 31st December unless altered at a General Meeting.  

9.4 The Treasurer shall ensure that the Annual Financial Statements are audited 

before presentation to the Annual General Meeting by an independent auditor 

who shall be appointed by the Management Committee; provided that where the 

auditor is changed the Treasurer shall so inform the Annual General meeting in 

the Treasurer’s Report.   



2019 Term Dates 
Term 1  Ends Friday 12 April 
Term 2  Monday 29 April  to Friday 5 July 
Term 3  Monday 22 July    to Friday 27 September 
Term 4  Monday 14 Oct     to Friday 6 December 

The office is open for enquiries and 

payments during U3A term from  

12 noon to 1.15pm Monday to 

Wednesday  Phone 8265 3709 

City of Tea Tree Gully Tony Zappia, MP 
Federal Member for Makin 

Frances Bedford, JP, MP 
Member for Florey 

U3A Tea Tree Gully thanks these sponsors for their continued support 
   

Dr Richard Harvey MP 
Member for Newland 
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TOM MITTIGA VICE PRESIDENT   

& TECHNOLOGY OFFICER 

tmittga8@gmail.com 

8396 5336 

TONY MITTIGA HOUSE SERVICES 

tonymahogany@gmail.com 

0404 165 338 

ERICA MAJBA SECRETARY 

ericamajba@gmail.com 

0411 874 881 

MIKE NORMAN BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT 

micwilnor@gmail.com 

0418 809 189 

ANN SINCLAIR GRANTS OFFICER 

ann780axx@gmail.com 

0411 722 594 

BARBERA SCHUMACHER OFFICE MANAGER 

Bjschumacher@bigpond.com 

8260 1177 

JUDY DELSAR MINUTE SECRETARY 

jadelsar@internode.on.net 

8263 5264 

LUCI CAMPESTRE COURSE COORDINATOR 

lucicampestre@gmail.com 

8337 4202 

Management Committee Members 

KEVIN NEALE PRESIDENT  

& CONVEYOR EDITOR 

kneale014@gmail.com 

8264 6134 

DAVID JEFFS TREASURER 

hjeffs@optusnet.com.au 

8264 9784 


